BEYOND THE BASIC INCOME

A new book by Yoland BRESSON *

« The historical events that we are experiencing can promote a collective awareness. These events
are making the challenge essential and urgent. My contacts with the French government let me
think that even a slight opinion shift could make the project a reality. The book can act as a
trigger if it is widely known, read, commented and discussed »

Yoland Bresson

*aged 57, with 5 children. Professor of Economics, Faculty of Saint-Maur, University of Paris 12.
Dean of Faculty and Director of the IUP (Institut universitaire professionnalisé).

Director of the Diploma of Higher Studies “Human Capital” (Dipléme d’études approfondies
“Capital Humain”).

PRESENTATION

Liberalism, with its free competitive markets, has invaded the world. Its ability to create wealth
appears unlimited. But the more it is extended, the more equality is reduced: everywhere the rich
get richer and the poor relatively poorer.

Should we accept that? Should we despair of trying to design a society with more freedom and
equality? Have they become incompatible?

Marx taught us: « Men make their history but don't know it »

Now we no longer have to despair: we can act consciously in order to improve our societies and
return dignity to politics.

The Basic Income (existence income) makes it an achievable goal. By separating the production
of goods and the distribution of wealth, it opens a path to a more harmonious world; a world where
we will gradually choose together, in democracy, new sharing rules that should be transparent and
revisable and should transform wild liberalism into a brotherly liberalism.
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