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The classic social State seeks to compensate for consequences of the market economy that are
considered unjust on the ethical and political level. To this end it intervenes in the market, regulates
the distribution of goods and when appropriate gives charitable assistance. This involves a vast
administrative task and huge effort. On one hand the process is often regarded as economically too
onerous ; on the other the State is criticised for giving assistance to the individuals concerned. The
failure of the market (as regards social justice) is replaced by failure of the State (as regards
efficiency). Is there an alternative?

The unconditional Basic Income is seen by different political actors as a possible substitute for
several elements of our social State. Instead of just tackling the symptoms, it gets to the roots of the
matter. It is not "paternalistic" and because it is more efficient it relieves some of the economic
burden. "Production costs" tend to diminish, even disappear altogether. This approach would help to
resolve many existing problems and possible future ones. Furthermore, it would enable different
economic and socio-political goals to be pursued.
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